JUNE 2026 RAPID CITY
MUNICIPAL ELECTION
VOTER GUIDE

RAPID CITY PEOPLE’S ALLIANCE

OUR VISION FOR A BETTER COMMUNITY IS
POSSIBLE. USE YOUR POWER TO VOTE.



WELCOME!

Who is Rapid City People’s Alliance?

We are YOU! We are a working-class, grassroots chapter of a non-
partisan, state-wide organization called Dakota Rural Action. Regular
folks who believe we can make a difference in our community and want
to organize to create a better future for Rapid City.

What is this voter guide for?

Every election season brings a flood of names and issues. It's not always
easy to keep track of who is running and what they stand for, let alone
where to go and what to bring. There are changes on how to register to
vote as well!

We want to help you walk into the voting booth informed and confident.



IMPORTANT DATES

Early Voting:
Has been delayed. Contact the county auditor.
(605) 394-2153

Voter Registration Deadline:
May 18", 2026

Election Day:
7:00 a.m. - 7:00 p.m. June 2™, 2026

Scan the QR code to check your voter
registration status and polling location!




NEW VOTER REGISTRATION
CHECKLIST / SAVE ACT

To register to vote, you will need the following:

[] Voter registration application filled out
] AND one of the following documents to prove citizenship per SAVE act:

] Driver License or nondriver identification card issued
AFTER July, 12025, or

[ Tribal Card, or

] Alegible photocopy of your birth certificate, or

] A passport or photocopy of pages of your passport that
show the passport number, or

[ A consular report of birth abroad issued by the U.S. Dept.
of State, or

] A certificate of naturalization - number must be

verifiable with US Immigration & Naturalization Service



Make a Plan!
[JAre youvoting early or on election day?
[[JAre you voting in person or absentee?

[JHave you checked your sample ballot and planned your votes?

All voting requires Proper Photo Identification:
[CJsD Driver'slicense or nondriver ID card, or
O Military ID card, or
Osp high school or college student ID card, or
O Tribal photo ID, or

] *If you don't have a photo ID, you can sign a personal identification
affidavit, which still allows you to vote on a regular ballot.

EEsE
Scan this code for
Absentee Voting Lo

[=] e

Scan this code for
New Voter
Registration
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Your city council candidates were asked
the following questions...

Housing: Residents cited housing instability as their top concern, from high rent prices
and property taxes, to limited tenant rights and new developments not prioritizing local
residents and their housing needs. If elected, what actions would you take to help
address this issue?

Jobs & Wages: Residents cited major concerns with current wages and cost of living not
aligning, while workforce development initiatives and projects leveraging public dollars
are not prioritizing economic dignity for working people. If elected, what will you do to
help create solutions in this area?

Transportation: Residents cited public transportation as lacking, from buses and bikes, to
sidewalks and ADA standards, the current system does not adequately support people
getting to and from work and other essential services. If elected, how would you respond
to this?

Infrastructure: Residents cited that city planning has prioritized tourism and other
commercial interests over increasing quality of life, connection, education and
affordability for year-round community members. What role do you believe the city
should play in addressing this issue and how would you address it?

Public Health: Residents cited that there is a need for affordable health coverage, mental
health/addiction treatment and increased public health resources that support all
residents, particularly our elderly, veterans, disabled and unhoused. If elected, how
important would addressing this problem be to you and what steps would you take?

*Candidate responses appear exactly as submitted.*



WARD 1 CANDIDATE: MURRAY LEE

I've spent my career in Rapid Cit bringin? people together to
solve real problems. I'm running because local leadership should
be about what actually improves daily life: Housing people can
afford, smart growth, and getting things done together.

HOUSING: We need to focus on housing that works for the people who already
live here. Period. That means removing barriers to building attainable housing,
using city tools to incentivize it, and making sure growth is thoughtful so we don't
lose what makes Rapid City the special place that it is.

JOBS & COST OF LIVING: This one hits home for me. | believe that people should
be able to work full-time and still live here with dignity. I'll push to align our
workforce and economic development efforts with jobs that actually pay enough
to keep up with the cost of living, and make sure public dollars are tied to real
outcomes for local workers.




WARD 1 CANDIDATE: MURRAY LEE

TRANSPORTATION: I'll support practical improvements. Things like stronger
bus routes, safer sidewalks, and better connections, so people can reliably
move around the city, get to and from work, and stay connected to their
community.

INFRASTRUCTURE: | believe that the city's job is to put its residents first. I'll
push for planning decisions that prioritize everyday needs like housing,
connection, and affordability, so growth actually works for the people who live
here year-round.

PUBLIC HEALTH: | truly believe that public health is a component of a healthy
city. I'll support practical partnerships and investments that expand access to
mental health, addiction services, and affordable care so people can get the
help they need when they need it.



WARD 1 CANDIDATE: JOSH BIBERDORF

In my daily life, I'm a husband and a father of four, Jameson,
ﬁ Gibson, Cheyenne, and Joy. My family is my foundation. We spend
- a lot of time outdoors together, including hiking, biking, skiing,
boating, and camping. Faith is also a big part of my life and plays a

w key role in how I lead, serve, and make decisions.

Professionally, I'm a chiropractor and a business owner. | spend my
time helping people improve their health, leading teams, and
building systems that serve others well. Everything | do, both
personally and professionally, comes back to serving people and
strengthening our community.

b

HOUSING: Housing is a real concern, and we need to focus on increasing supply
in a responsible way. | support using tools like TIFs to encourage workforce and
affordable housing while also being mindful of property taxes. My goal is to
ensure Rapid City remains a place where families can afford to live and put down
roots.

JOBS & COST OF LIVING: Strong wages start with a strong local economy. | want
to support small businesses, attract responsible growth, and ensure projects using
public dollars create real opportunities for local workers. When businesses thrive,
it creates better jobs and long-term stability for families.




WARD 1 CANDIDATE: JOSH BIBERDORF

TRANSPORTATION: As our city grows, transportation needs to keep up. |
support improving roads, sidewalks, and accessibility so people can safely and
efficiently get to work and essential services. Thoughtful planning now will
prevent bigger issues down the road.

INFRASTRUCTURE: The city’s role is to balance growth with quality of life for
the people who live here year-round. | believe we need to prioritize
infrastructure that supports residents first, including roads, neighborhoods, and
community spaces. Smart planning ensures growth benefits everyone, not just
tourism.

PUBLIC HEALTH: Public health is very important, especially for our most
vulnerable populations. While the city doesn’t control healthcare directly, we
can support partnerships and local resources that improve access to care and
services. | believe in taking a practical approach to ensure people have the
support they need to live healthy, productive lives.



WARD 2 CANDIDATE: LINDSEY SEACHRIS

As a mother and nonprofit professional, | spend my days advocating
for families navigating the challenges of aging and illness. Rapid City
is my home, and I'm running to bring that same heart and steady
leadership to City Hall—ensuring our growth is smart, our
neighborhoods are safe, and our families have what they need to
thrive.

HOUSING: Housing stability (and affordability) are essential components to a healthy
community, and we need a balanced approach that supports both residents and
responsible development. | will continue to prioritize policies that support affordable
housing, encourage infill development, and support projects that reflect community
needs. I'm committed to a balanced approach that pairs responsible development
with practical protections like emergency rental assistance and property tax relief to
keep folks in their homes.

JOBS & COST OF LIVING: It is getting harder for hard-working people to keep up
with the cost of living, and we need to bridge that gap. | will fight for public-private
partnerships that train our local workforce for high-skill jobs and ensure that any
project receiving public dollars provides real economic dignity and livable wages.




WARD 2 CANDIDATE: LINDSEY SEACHRIS

TRANSPORTATION: | will continue to advocate for a strong public transit system,
sidewalks, and bike infrastructure—while prioritizing ADA accessibility—to ensure
we serve residents effectively. Just as importantly, we need to align transportation
planning with housing and workforce development so people can safely and
efficiently get where they need to go.

INFRASTRUCTURE: While tourism is a vital engine for our economy, it shouldn't
come at the expense of our neighborhoods. We need to be more intentional about
prioritizing investment in infrastructure—things like roads, utilities, neighborhood
parks, and green space—so we’'re improving quality of life, not just keeping up
with demand. I'll work to ensure we are leveraging commercial revenue to fund the
essential infrastructure—like green spaces and better roads—that makes Rapid
City a great place to live year around.

PUBLIC HEALTH: While many of these issues are driven at the state and federal
level, the City still plays an important role in partnering with local providers and
organizations to expand access to mental health and addiction services, support
for aging in place, and connection to life-saving resources. | will work closely with
local providers to expand access to mental health and addiction services, ensuring
the City acts as a strong partner in catching those who might otherwise fall
through the cracks.



WARD 2 CANDIDATE: CHRISTOPHER
VANDERHOOF

I'm running for City Council because our community deserves real
choices and real representation. We need leaders who listen, who
communicate openly, and who keep residents informed about what's
happening in their city. Those are the standards | believe our
community should expect and they’re the standards | intend to
uphold. I've spent many years serving through organizations that
support and strengthen Rapid City. Now, I'm ready to serve in a larger
capacity. | want to help our community grow, prosper, and feel heard.

HOUSING: If elected, | will start by reviewing what is already being planned so we
have a clear understanding of where things stand. Once we know that, we can look
at what residents want to see and what is realistically achievable for our community.
Rapid City needs more affordable housing, whether that comes from new
construction or finding ways to make existing neighborhoods more attainable for
working families. Exploring both paths will be essential to meeting the needs of our
growing community.

JOBS & COST OF LIVING: If elected, | would work to ensure that projects using
public dollars prioritize good wages, local hiring, and real opportunities for working
families. | would also work and collaborate with employers, educators, and
workforce partners to strengthen training pathways that lead to stable,
higher-paying jobs. Economic dignity has to be a core expectation in how we grow
as a city, not an afterthought.




WARD 2 CANDIDATE: CHRISTOPHER
VANDERHOOF

TRANSPORTATION: If elected, | will start by reviewing the current transportation
plans so we know exactly what's already in motion. From there, we can bring the
public into the conversation to understand what residents want and what
improvements are realistic. Fixing transportation in Rapid City will take all of us
working together, and I'm committed to pushing for the changes we know are
needed.

INFRASTRUCTURE: If elected, | will take a comprehensive look at our infrastructure
and make sure we're addressing every part of it. From roads and utilities to
education, parks, healthcare, and overall quality of life. These are the basics, and
Rapid City needs to get the basics right again. When we handle core services
effectively and cost-efficiently, we prevent bigger problems down the road and
create room to invest in the future.

PUBLIC HEALTH: If elected, | will work with my fellow council members to take a
serious look at the state of healthcare in our community. Access is limited, and we
need to explore every avenue that can bring more quality healthcare options to
Rapid City, regardless of who you are or your situation. | agree that we are lacking in
key areas, and we must actively pursue solutions that attract and support the
services our residents need.



WARD 3 CANDIDATE: KEVIN MAHER

| have lived in Rapid City for 30 years and my wife and | raised our
three children here. | have always been involved in the community and
after serving as Chair of the Vision Committee decided | could
contribute to the city council. | want to support public safety and
caring for the homeless through the many dedicated non-profit
partnerships that the city works with and supports financially.

HOUSING: Affordable housing continues to be a serious issue in Rapid City and that
is why | have supported construction of affordable housing projects which have been
completed or are under construction. | supported the creation of the Strategic
Housing Trust Fund and the City's 5 million dollar investment in the fund. | believe
we should continue to review city code and zoning to lower the cost of construction.

JOBS & COST OF LIVING: The city does support programs to assist with residents
utility bills and supports the network of non-profits that assist residents in need.




WARD 3 CANDIDATE: KEVIN MAHER

TRANSPORTATION: Transportation is a challenge in Rapid City with a footprint larger
than San Francisco. | do support how our City supports the city with bus service and
routinely adjusts routes to serve the most people. We also offer Dial-A-Ride to help
folks get to and from work. The buses and vans are certainly all ADA compliant.

INFRASTRUCTURE: The Rapid City Parks and Recreation Department does an
excellent job in contributing towards the Quality of Life of our citizens always trying
balance numerous venues for our families to enjoy. Our bike trail through the
greenway along Rapid Creek is really amazing and serves as a memorial to the 236
people who lost their lifes in the Flood of 1972. Our strong financial support of the
Dahl Arts Center, the Journey Museum, Early Childhood Connections, The RC Arts
Council and all the other non-profits enrich our community.

PUBLIC HEALTH: Healthcare is very expensive and the city does contribute in many
ways to help all people in Rapid City. The major investments that the City has made
in the Care Campus, One Heart, The CornerStone Mission, Journey On and several
other initiatives demonstrates the City's committment. The City does spend a
significant portion of the Police and Fire Dept. bugets on our Quality of Life Unit,
Mobile Medics and providing Ambulance Services to everyone.



WARD 3 CANDIDATE: ANDREA SCHAEFER

I am a long time resident of Rapid City and the Black Hills, a small
business owner for 20 years and a mom of a daughter in RCAS. |
have long wanted to see representation on City Council of everyday
locals like me and | have recently made a career shift that has
allowed me time to finally step up to the plate. Small business
owners make great representatives because we cannot be successful
unless we connect to our community and other small businesses.

HOUSING: My focus as a Rapid City representative will be on negotiating terms for
infill, new and TIF development. We need to raise our standards with developers
and start demanding varied housing that can accommodate earners on many
different levels with a focus on affordability. Simply, it will be my very first
consideration when any of this development comes across my desk.

JOBS & COST OF LIVING: Increasing wages in Rapid City will be one of the biggest
challenges | will face if elected. But | do intend to face it head on where applicable,
like in new development negotiations or zoning updates. In the meantime decisions
regarding transportation, housing, child care and other needs that families rely on
may be easier to get over the finish line. | will also champion businesses coming into
town that are family friendly, encouraging paid leave, childcare and other amenities
that can help ease the burden for lower earning families.




WARD 3 CANDIDATE: ANDREA SCHAEFER

TRANSPORTATION: This should be non-negotiable when debating new
development. It will be my first question and | will press any new developer to
accommodate. We could also invest in the lobbyists working for Rapid Transit so
they can work out a better deal nationally for Rapid Transit's goal of 80/20
funding.

INFRASTRUCTURE: Because we do not have an income tax, we rely entirely on
property taxes (which are putting increased pressure on families) and sales taxes,
so tourism is important to our city's ability to fund the services that improve our
quality of life. However, tourism can be bolstered by empowering more small
businesses over big box and chain businesses. It will be my job, if elected, to
balance tourism focused initiatives with those dollars reaching those who live here
year round.

PUBLIC HEALTH: This issue is near to my heart as | lost two sibilngs in the last two
years to addiction related incidences. There are organizations doing good work in
town, but gaps in services still exist. | would encourage a task force to be created
so heavy focus can be put on this issue and meaningful solutions can be brought to
light.



WARD 4 CANDIDATE: VALERIAH BIG EAGLE

I am running for Rapid City Council Ward 4 because our community
deserves leadership that listens, honors our shared history, and
works for a future where everyone belongs. As a lifelong advocate
for working families, the elderly, and youth, | believe the people
closest to the issues hold the solutions. | bring both my education
and lived experience—as a mother, educator, and community
member—guided by relationship, humility, and a commitment to
serve. |'ve seen where systems fall short, and | believe we can do
better when we lead with care, accountability, and collaboration.

HOUSING: Housing is a basic need, and our families deserve safe, stable, and
affordable places to live. If elected, | would support policies that expand affordable
housing, strengthen tenant protections, and ensure new developments include
options for working families, elders, and residents. | would also prioritize
partnerships with community organizations, developers, and local leaders so that
growth in Rapid City benefits the people who already call this place home.

JOBS & COST OF LIVING: Working people deserve wages that reflect the true cost
of living and allow families to live with dignity. If elected to City Council, | would
support local hiring, invest in apprenticeships and job training through partnerships
with schools and employers, and use economic development incentives for
businesses that create quality jobs, childcare support, and real opportunities for
Rapid City families. | am committed to listening, learning, and serving as a conduit to
bring people together around solutions that move our community forward.




WARD 4 CANDIDATE: VALERIAH BIG EAGLE

TRANSPORTATION: Transportation is about access, opportunity, and whether
people can reach their workplaces, schools, healthcare facilities, and meet their
daily needs. If elected, | would advocate for stronger investment in public transit
with more accessible routes, safer sidewalks and bike routes, and ADA-accessible
infrastructure, while listening to residents who rely on these systems every day.

INFRASTRUCTURE: Infrastructure should first serve the people who live, work,
raise families, and grow roots here year-round. The city has a responsibility to
invest in roads, utilities, parks, libraries, schools, and neighborhoods in ways that
strengthen quality of life, connection, and affordability—not only commerecial
growth. If elected, | would advocate for community-informed planning that
balances economic development with the everyday needs of Rapid City residents

PUBLIC HEALTH: Public health is foundational to a strong and caring community,
and addressing these needs would be a high priority for me. While the City Council
does not control every aspect of healthcare, | would work to strengthen
partnerships with providers, nonprofits, and tribal and county partners, support
investments in mental health and addiction response, and advocate for services
that better reach elders, veterans, individuals with disabilities, and our unhoused
community members. We all do better when everyone has the support they need
to heal, live safely, and thrive.



WARD 5 CANDIDATE: LAURA ARMSTRONG

| had the privilege of serving two terms representing Ward 5 on the
Rapid City Common Council, including twice as Council President, where
| worked collaboratively to solve problems and move our community
forward. My approach has always been to listen first and focus on
practical solutions that improve everyday life, and I've continued that
commitment through local service and supporting community
organizations. As a speech language pathologist and small business
owner, | stay closely connected to families and understand the real
challenges facing Rapid City residents.

HOUSING: Housing stability requires a practical approach that starts with updating
our ordinances and codes to support the “missing middle,” which are starter homes
like duplexes, triplexes, townhomes, and modular housing that working families can
afford. | would also prioritize partnerships with organizations like Habitat for
Humanity to expand access to attainable homeownership. By aligning smart policy
changes with community-driven solutions, we can create housing that better serves
the people who live and work in Rapid City.

JOBS & COST OF LIVING: Closing the gap between wages and cost of living starts
with being intentional about how we use public dollars, and | have always advocated
for projects and incentives that prioritize local hiring, fair wages, and long-term
career opportunities. | also support strengthening workforce development and
actively recruiting businesses that provide childcare and daycare services, a critical
need in Rapid City that directly impacts families’ ability to work. By focusing on
economic dignity, accountability, and family-supporting infrastructure, we can ensure
growth benefits the people who live and work here.




WARD 5 CANDIDATE: LAURA ARMSTRONG

TRANSPORTATION: Reliable transportation is essential for access to work,
healthcare, and daily life, and we need a more connected, accessible system. As a
board member of Friends of Rapid City Parks, I've supported the expansion of our
bike path which helps connect our city, and through my work with the Disability
Committee, |'ve prioritized accessibility-including laying the groundwork in 2019 for
a door service bus stop at Oyate Health. | will continue to invest in public transit,
sidewalks, and ADA improvements to ensure our system truly serves all Rapid City
residents.

INFRASTRUCTURE: The city's role is to ensure growth should be guided by the needs
of residents first-not driven solely by developers or tourism interests. | believe in
community-led planning that prioritizes quality of life, affordability, infrastructure,
and neighborhood connection, with strong public input and clear expectations for
responsible development. By setting thoughtful policies and holding projects
accountable, we can create a Rapid City that works year-round for the people who
live here.

PUBLIC HEALTH: As a medically based speech language pathologist and Interim
Director at the Minneluzahan Senior Center, | see firsthand the growing demand for
care-especially for seniors, veterans, individuals with disabilities, and those
experiencing housing instability. Addressing access to healthcare and mental health
services is a top priority for me and | would work to strengthen partnerships with
local providers, support community-based services, and advocate for resources that
expand access to affordable, comprehensive care for all residents.



WARD 5 CANDIDATE: PAT ROSELAND

| have lived in Rapid City for over 30 years, retired from Monument
Hospital after 30 years as a Certified Registered Nurse of Anesthesia. |
love Rapid City, and | want Rapid City to be the best Rapid City it can
be. | want safe neighborhoods, responsible growth, new families, new
businesses and investments in Rapid City, without losing the quality of
life that we as citizens enjoy living in ward 5 and in all of Rapid City.

HOUSING: | agree with rapid City citizens concerns, | was involved in the Short Term
Rental Advisory Committee, which as a result presented our city council an ordinance
regulating short term rentals in Rapid City. | believe that short term rentals decrease
the availability of housing in Rapid City, taking homes off the market that young
families, and for those who want to purchase homes are unable. | would like to see
more affordable homes build for our citizens for our work force.

JOBS & COST OF LIVING: Again, | would like to see more reasonably priced homes
built in Rapid City for those citizens in our work force, who incidentally, keep Rapid
City's economy moving forward. Building materials cost the same if you are building
a modest priced home compared to building a more expensive home. | know that
Black Hills Community Foundation has grants that assist in creating more affordable
housing as well as Habitat for Humanity strive to do the same, however these
programs do not fill the void.




WARD 5 CANDIDATE: PAT ROSELAND

TRANSPORTATION: Rapid City is a car driven society, a major reason is the lack of public
transportation. | would like to see longer bus hours and expanded locations that reach all
areas of our city, | realize recently there has been some expansion, but all Rapid City
should be connected to bus services. Our roads and streets are really not set up for those
who would like to bike, and maybe unsafe for those who would like to bike to work. the
bike path is incredible for bikers, however the path is difficult to get to in many areas of
town.

INFRASTRUCTURE: Whether we like it or not, Rapid City is a tourist oriented town, we
rely on sales tax as a major component of our city's general fund and those who visit our
city for concerts, the stock show, sports tournaments etc. add to that sales tax revenue,
which relieves the burden for our citizens. Quality of life for the citizens of Ward 5 and all
of Rapid City's citizens is of utmost importance to me. There are many areas that our
quality of life can be enhanced, however it is difficult to spell that out in 2-3 sentences.

PUBLIC HEALTH: Homelessness is a major issue in Rapid City, the causes are many, mental
health issues, addiction issues or those who are comfortable at being homeless. Rapid
City is losing the battle on that issue, what we are doing is not working. At the Care
Campus the Safe Bed Unit is full, and the detox beds are full every night. We have the
Cornerstone Mission, One heart, Care Campus and Pivot Point are doing well in their care
of their clients. However; these entities can't be everything for everybody, those who are
homeless need to be motivated and want help to place them on the pathway to health.
All of this places a tremendous amount of stress on their resources, along with safety of
those involved. | have been visiting with our frontline partners to learn from them what
their day to day issues are working with the homeless, and the answers are few.



The following candidates
did not respond:

e Ward 4:
o John Roberts



STAY INVOLVED!

Change doesn’t start & stop
with elections.
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